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Introduction. 

Up to the present three species of Phloecharinae have been described from the 
Australian region, all of them being placed in the genus Phloecharis ; these are 
P. antipoclum Fauvel from Australia, P. maori Cameron from New Zealand, and 
P. australis Fauvel from New Caledonia. The first two of these, and presumably also 
the third (see below), differ, particularly in the form of the maxillary palpi, from true 
Phloecharis and cannot be retained therein. A new genus is necessary for these 
species and the description of this, together with those of four new species, is given 
below. 

No specimens of P. australis have been available for study, but there seems to be 
no reason why this should not be congeneric with the Australian species. Bernhauer 
(Col. Cat. 129, 1933, 1024) records this species as occurring in Queensland, though no 
other reference to this has been found. There are, however, four specimens in the 
British Museum of Natural History from Queensland which bear Bernhauer’s label 
“ Phloecharis australis Fauv.”, and these would appear to be the insects on which the 
Australian record is based. These specimens are referable to P. maori Cam., with 
which, from Fauvel’s description (Rev. d’Ent., 21, 1902, 257), australis could well be 
conspecific. Against this contention, however, there is the fact that Fauvel knew the 
New Zealand species, to which he gave the manuscript name maori , besides implying 
(l.c.p. 257) that it was different from autstralis. It appears advisable, therefore, not 
to synonymize australis and maori until such time as authentic australis can be examined 
and also, until then, to delete this species from the Australian list. 

P. maori , though known to Fauvel from New Zealand and described by Cameron 
from that country, appears to be very rare there. It is shown here, however, to be 
widely distributed and apparently common in Australia, and it would appear, therefore, 
that the species is an Australian one which has, by some means or other, spread to 
New Zealand. 

The figures illustrating this paper have all been drawn with the aid of a camera 
lucida. Those of the mouth-parts and aedeagi are from Euparal mounts and the rest 
from dried specimens. The aedeagi and mouth-parts are figured as transparencies, that 
is to say, internal chitinizations, etc., are shown, but in the case of the former, as 
the unextruded internal sac shows no features of taxonomic significance, this is omitted 
in all cases. The figures illustrating surface sculpture were made using a vertical 
illuminator. 

I am greatly indebted to Mr. H. M. Hale and Mr. H. Womersley, of the South 
Australian Museum, for making available to me a large amount of material, together 
with Mr. A. M. Lea’s notes on the specimens. Thanks are also due to Mr. J. Balfour- 
Browne, of the British Museum of Natural History, for facilities for using the collections 
there, and to Messrs. J. W. T. Armstrong and K. M. Guichard. 

Genus i\sKri)oi*in.oi<x'iiAKiK, gen. nov. 

In general facies, very similar to Phloecharis Mann. 

Head narrower than the pronotum, about as long as broad (excluding eyes), the 
post-ocular portion (about posterior third) normally retracted into the thorax. The 
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eyes about one-third the total length of the head, rounded and rather prominent, so 
that the visible portion of the head appears more or less triangular (Text-figures 12-18). 
Posterior head suture* distinct on dorsal surface, almost absent on the ventral. Ventral 
head sutures well separated, converging from base to about the level of the middle 
of the eyes, then diverging towards front; distinct throughout their whole length. 

Antennae with all the segments sparsely setose, the seventh to eleventh also with 
short pubescence. \ 

Labrum (Text-figure 3) transverse, the front margin very lightly rounded, the 
anterior angles broadly rounded; the surface with a few punctures bearing long setae. 
Mandibles (Text-figures 2, 4) rather short and stout, pointed apically, the right with 
a small rounded tooth at about middle internally, the left internally with two very 
fine tubercles near apex and a third often absent, presumably abraded at about middle. 
Both just behind middle internally with a membranous area which bears a fringe of 
very fine, short setae; below this, at base, with a small file-like molar area. Inner lobe 
of maxillae (Text-figure 1) broader than the outer, at apex with numerous rather stout 
setae and, externally, a curved pointed spine. The outer with a brush of fine setae 
apically. Maxillary palpi with the first segment very small, a little longer than broad, 
the second much longer and broader than the first, widened apically, the third widened 
apically, shorter than the second, the fourth distinctly longer than and as broad as the 
third, elongate pyriform. All the segments with numerous setae. Mentum distinctly 
transverse, trapezoidal, narrowed in front. Glossae not distinguishable from the 
paraglossae, the ligula consisting of two lobes which are fused except in front and 
which' bear one or two fine setae. Lobes of the hypopharynx well developed, densely 
setose internally. Labial palpi with the first segment distinctly longer than broad, 
the second much shorter and a little narrower, slightly transverse, the third narrower 
than and distinctly longer than the second. 

Pronotum transverse, variable in shape. Prosternal process narrow and pointed, 
extending backwards between the anterior coxae for about one-third of their length. 
Mesosternal process narrow, rounded apically, extending backwards between the inter- 
mediate coxae for about three-quarters of their length and slightly overlapping the 
short, bluntly pointed metasternal process. Metasternum variable in length, without a 
process posteriorly. Elytra variable in length, the wings sometimes atrophied. 

Third to sixth, first to third visible abdominal segments about equal in length, 
the seventh and eighth distinctly longer. Sternite of the third segment with a median 
longitudinal keel on basal half. Tergites of segments four and five on each side of 
middle, besides the normal puncturation and pubescence, with a diagonal row of fine, 
strongly curved setae. Posterior margin of the tergite of the seventh segment with a 
fine, whitish membranous fringe (even in the brachypterous species). 

Posterior coxae transverse, strongly expanded laterally above dorsal to the femora, 
also with a small, expansion below ventral to the trochanter. Tibiae finely and rather 
closely setose, with a few stouter setae on each side at apex. Tarsi about two-thirds as 
long as their respective tibiae, the second segment about twice as long as broad, inserted 
almost at the base of the first, which, from above, appears very short. It, however, 
extends below the second and is nearly as long as this (as in Phloecharis ) . The third 
segment distinctly shorter than the second, the fourth a little shorter than the third, 
the fifth much longer, about as long as the four preceding together. 

Genotype: Phloecharis maori Cameron. 

Range: Australia, New Zealand and (presumably) New Caledonia. 

Little is known as to the habits of the species of this genus, but they would appear 
to be similar to those of Phloecharis spp. The larvae are as yet unknown. 

This genus differs from Phloecharis Mann, mainly in the structure of the maxillary 
palpi and ligula. In this latter genus the second segment of the maxillary palpi is 
longer and distinctly narrower, the third is a little longer than the second and much 
wider, while the fourth is much shorter than the third and less than half as wide, 

* See Steel, Ent. Mon. Mag. s 85, 1949, 232. 
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* See Steel, Ent. Mon. Mag. s 85, 1949, 232. 
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Text-figures 1-11. 

1. Pseudophlocchai-is inaori (Cam.), maxillae and labium (scale = 0*2 mm.). 2. Pseudo- 

Vhloccharis inaori (Cam.), left mandible (scale = 01 mm.). 3. Pscndophloccharis maori (Cam.), 

labium (scale as 1). -1. Pscndophloccharia inaori (Cam.), right mandible (scale as 2). 
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bluntly pointed apically, with the sides almost straight. The ligula has the glossae 
and paraglossae distinct, the former extending forwards some distance beyond the latter. 

Besides the above, there are also some more obscure differences, at least from 
Phloecharis subtilissima Mann, (the only species of Phloecharis which has been available 
for dissection). In this species the scale-like setae on the ventral surface of the labrum 
are rather numerous and all small, whereas in Pseudophloecharis spp. these are 
distinctly fewer in number and the posterior two are about twice as large as the rest. 
These setae are shown by dotted lines in Text-figure 3. The left mandible of 
P. subtilissima has a small bifid tooth at about middle which is absent in 
Pseudophloecharis . 

The ground sculpture of the head, pronotum and elytra varies somewhat in 
Pseudophloechai'is , but that of the abdomen is more or less constant for all the species 
dealt with here. The tergites are finely and rather closely punctured and pubescent, 
the ground sculpture of those of the third to sixth (first to fourth visible) segments is 
more or less reticulate (Text-figure 10, though not always as regular as this), whereas 
on those of the seventh and eighth it is distinctly closer and alutaceous (Text-figure 11). 
The sternites are sculptured as the tergites. 

Key to the Known Species of Pseudophloecharis. 

1. Sutural length of elytra shorter than the pronotum brachyptera, n. sp. 

Sutural length of elytra distinctly longer than the pronotum 2 

2. Sides of the pronotum sinuate before the posterior angles 3 

Sides of the pronotum not sinuate before the posterior angles 4 

3. Sinuation of the pronotal sides very marked (Text-fig. 13), elytra shorter in relation to the 

pronotum (pronotum : sutural length about 1:1-2) 2. sinuatum, n. sp. 

Sinuation of the pronotal sides less marked (Text-fig. 14), elytra longer in relation to the 
pronotum (pronotum : sutural length about 1:1-4) 3. antipodum (Fvl. ) 

4. Head, elytra and abdomen black or blackish, the pronotum lighter. Disc of pronotum 

rather flattened 4. fuscum , n. sp. 

Colour yellowish-brown to brown, pronotum convex 5 

5. Puncturation of pronotum very close, as fine as that of the abdominal tergites. Pronotum 

distinctly more narrowed in front than behind (Text-fig. 18). Aedeagus as Text- 

figures 27, 28 6. maori (Cam.) 

Puncturation of pronotum less close, coarser than that of the abdominal tergites. Pronotum 
(Text-figs. 16, 17) rather variable in shape, but less narrowed in front than in the 
preceding species. Aedeagus as Text-figures 25, 26 5. occidentals, n. sp. 

1. pseudophloecharis brachyptera, ii. sp. (Text-figures 5, 8, 12, 19-20). 

Rather flattened. Dorsal surface of head yellowish red to pitchy red, pronotum and 
abdominal tergites yellowish red, elytra yellowish red with about the basal fourth and a 
narrow area along the suture black. Mandibles, palpi and legs yellowish red, antennae 
with the first three segments yellowish red, the rest pitchy. Ventral surface wholly 
yellowish red. Pubescence yellowish. 

Length: 2'25-2*5 mm. 

Tergites of abdomen moderately shining, the head, pronotum and elytra less so, 
greasy lustrous. Head distinctly, but not very closely punctured and pubescent, the 
punctures coarser than those on the abdomen; between the punctures with a well marked 
ground sculpture similar to that on the pronotum. Antennae with the third segment 
about as long as the second, the fourth and fifth subequal in length, longer than broad, 
the sixth to tenth about equal in length, but increasing gradually in breadth, the sixth 
a little transverse, the tenth rather strongly so, about twice as broad as long, the 
eleventh distinctly longer, as broad as and about twice as long as the tenth, bluntly 
pointed apically. 



5. P. brachyptera , n. sp., ground sculpture of pronotum (x 225). 6. P. sinuatum, n. sp., ground 

sculpture of pronotum (x 225). 7. P. maori (Cam.), ground sculpture of pronotum (x 225). 

8. P. brachyptera, n. sp., ground sculpture of elytra (x 225). 9. P. maori (Cam.), ground 

sculpture of elytra (x 225). 10. P. antipodum (Fvl.), ground sculpture of tergite of fourth 
abdominal segment (x 225). 11. P, antipodum (Fvl.), ground sculpture of tergite of seventh 
abdominal segment (x 225). 
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Pronotum about one and one-half times as broad as long, broadest at about middle, 
the sides rounded in front, distinctly sinuate behind, the anterior angles rounded, the 
posterior scarcely rounded, subrectangular, the anterior margin lightly emarginate, the 
posterior lightly sinuate. Puncturation and pubescence similar to that on head, but 
distinctly closer; between the punctures with a well-marked, more or less regular 
coriaceous ground sculpture (Text-fig. 5). On each side, at base, with a shallow 
impression. 

Elytra very short, about one and one-quarter times as broad as long, the sutural 
length a little shorter than the pronotum. Puncturation and pubescence as close as that 
on the pronotum, but the punctures a little finer and somewhat raised. Ground sculpture 
well marked and more or less regular (Text-fig. 8). 




Text-figure 12. P. brachyptera . n. sp., head, thorax and elytra (scale = 1 mm.). 

Tergites of abdomen with puncturation and pubescence a little closer than that of 
the pronotum, the punctures somewhat finer. Ground sculpture as noted above (see 
generic description). 

Aedeagus as Text-figures 19-20. 

Victoria: Dividing Range (ex coll. Blackburn). 

Holotype (cO and allotype in the South Australian Museum; no further specimens seen. 

This species may be easily distinguished from all the others dealt with here by 
the short elytra. In these it is similar to Phloecharis spp. of the subgenus Scotodytes 
Saulcy, but, apart from the generic characteis, differs in the normally developed eyes. 

2. pseudophloec haris siNUATUM. n. sp. (Text-figures 6, 13, 21-22). 

Rather flattened. Dorsal surface of head blackish red to black, pronotum red, elytra 
red, with a black, triangular, basal area, tergites of abdomen blackish except apically, 
where they are reddish. Antennae, mandibles, palpi and legs yellowish red. Ventral 
surface of head and prosternum red, meso- and metasternum blackish, abdominal 
sternites reddish. Pubescence yellowish. 

Length: 2*5-3 mm. 

Greasy lustrous, the abdominal tergites a little more shining. Head distinctly, but 
not closely punctured and pubescent, the punctures coarser than those on the abdomen; 
between the punctures with a ground sculpture similar to that on the pronotum, but a 
little less marked. Antennae with the third segment about as long as the second, the 
fourth and fifth about equal in length, longer than broad, the sixth to tenth about equal 
in length, but gradually becoming broader, the sixth hardly transverse, the tenth trans- 
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the short elytra. In these it is similar to Phloecharis spp. of the subgenus Scotodytes 
Saulcy, but, apart from the generic characteis, differs in the normally developed eyes. 

2. pseudophloec haris siNUATUM. n. sp. (Text-figures 6, 13, 21-22). 

Rather flattened. Dorsal surface of head blackish red to black, pronotum red, elytra 
red, with a black, triangular, basal area, tergites of abdomen blackish except apically, 
where they are reddish. Antennae, mandibles, palpi and legs yellowish red. Ventral 
surface of head and prosternum red, meso- and metasternum blackish, abdominal 
sternites reddish. Pubescence yellowish. 

Length: 2*5-3 mm. 

Greasy lustrous, the abdominal tergites a little more shining. Head distinctly, but 
not closely punctured and pubescent, the punctures coarser than those on the abdomen; 
between the punctures with a ground sculpture similar to that on the pronotum, but a 
little less marked. Antennae with the third segment about as long as the second, the 
fourth and fifth about equal in length, longer than broad, the sixth to tenth about equal 
in length, but gradually becoming broader, the sixth hardly transverse, the tenth trans- 
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verse, less than twice as broad as long, the eleventh distinctly longer, nearly twice as 
long as the tenth, bluntly pointed at apex. 

Pronotum about one and one-half times as broad as long, broadest at about middle, 
the sides rounded in front, distinctly sinuate behind, the anterior angles rounded, the 
posterior subrectangular, haTdly rounded, the anterior margin lightly emarginate, the 
posterior lightly sinuate. Puncturation and pubescence similar to that on head, but 
distinctly closer; between the punctures with a well-marked, rather irregular, coriaceous 
ground sculpture (Text-fig. 6). On each side, at base, with a shallow impression. 

Elytra about as broad as long, the sutural length about one and one-quarter times 
as long as the pronotum. Puncturation and pubescence as close as that on the pronotum, 
but the punctures somewhat finer. Ground sculpture well marked and more or less 
regular (as i hr achy pt era , Text-fig. 8). 









Text-figures 13-18. 

Head, pronotum and elytra of: 13. P. siuuatnm , n. sp. 14. P. antipodnm (Fvl.). 15. P. 

Juscum , n. sp. lfi-17. P. occidentalis, n. sp. IS. P, maori (Cam.). The scale, in each 
case, = 1 mm. 
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verse, less than twice as broad as long, the eleventh distinctly longer, nearly twice as 
long as the tenth, bluntly pointed at apex. 

Pronotum about one and one-half times as broad as long, broadest at about middle, 
the sides rounded in front, distinctly sinuate behind, the anterior angles rounded, the 
posterior subrectangular, haTdly rounded, the anterior margin lightly emarginate, the 
posterior lightly sinuate. Puncturation and pubescence similar to that on head, but 
distinctly closer; between the punctures with a well-marked, rather irregular, coriaceous 
ground sculpture (Text-fig. 6). On each side, at base, with a shallow impression. 

Elytra about as broad as long, the sutural length about one and one-quarter times 
as long as the pronotum. Puncturation and pubescence as close as that on the pronotum, 
but the punctures somewhat finer. Ground sculpture well marked and more or less 
regular (as i hr achy pt era , Text-fig. 8). 
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Tergites of abdomen with puncturation and pubescence a little closer than that of 
the pronotum, the punctures finer. Ground sculpture as noted above (see generic 
description). 

Aedeagus as Text-figures 21-22. 

Victoria (Blackburn) : Holotype. 

Tasmania : Hobart, allotype; Mt. Wellington (Lea). 

Holotype ( cT ) and one paratype (cf) in the South Australian Museum, allotype in the 
British Museum (Nat. Hist.). 

This species is in some ways very close to hr achy pi era, the pronotum being prac- 
tically identical in form and the puncturation very similar. It may, however, be easily 
distinguished from this by the longer elytra and the form of the aedeagus. From the 
other species of the genus it is easily separated by the form of the pronotum. 

3. pseudophloecharis antipodum (Fauvel) (Text-figures 10-11, 14, 23-24). 

Phloecharis antipodum Fauvel, Ann. IVIus. Civ. Gen., 13, 1878, 483. Blackburn, Trans. Roy. 

Soc. S. Aust., 1888, 191. 

Rather flattened. Dorsal surface of head reddish to black, pronotum and abdomen 
red, the latter sometimes darker, elytra red, with a basal triangular mark blackish. 
Mandibles, antennae, palpi and legs yellowish red. Ventral surface red. Pubescence 
yellowish. 

Length: 2-2*5 mm. 

Greasy lustrous, the abdominal tergites slightly more shining. Head distinctly, but 
not very closely, punctured and pubescent, the punctures coarser than those on the 
abdomen; ground sculpture similar to that on the pronotum, but a little less marked. 
Antennae similar to those of sinuatum , q.v. 

Pronotum a little more than one and one-half times as broad as long, broadest at 
about middle, the sides rounded, slightly sinuate before the posterior angles, which are 
subrectangular and not rounded, the anterior angles rounded, the anterior margin lightly 
emarginate, the posterior lightly sinuate. Puncturation and pubescence similar to 
that on the head, but distinctly closer; the ground sculpture well marked, very similar 
to that of brachyptera (Text-fig. 5). On each side, at base, with a shallow impression. 

Elytra very slightly broader than long, the sutural length a little more than one and 
one-third times as long as the pronotum. Puncturation and pubescence as close as 
that on the pronotum, but the punc.tures somewhat finer. Ground sculpture distinct and 
more or less regular (as brachyptera, Text-fig. S). 

Tergites of abdomen with puncturation and pubescence a little closer than that on 
the pronotum, the punctures finer. ^Ground sculpture as noted above (see generic 
description) . 

Aedeagus as Text-figures 23-24. 

Type Locality. Western Australia. Type in the British Museum (Nat. Hist.). 

Specimens examined: 5, the type in the British Museum collection and four 
specimens from the South Australian Museum. 

Records : 

Western Australia. 

South Australia: Lucindale with Rhytidoponera forelli Craw. (Lea); Adelaide 

(Blackburn). 

New South Wales: Forest Reefs (Lea) ; Glen Innes (Lea). 

In the shape of the pronotum this species is intermediate between sinuatum and 
fuscum. The aedeagus is, however, quite different from either of these, being longer 
in relation to its breadth than in any other known species of the genus. 

4. pseudophloecharis fuscum, it. sp. (Text-figures 15, 29). 

Rather flattened. Dorsal surface of head black, pronotum blackish red to black, 
sometimes lighter (? immature), elytra black, sometimes reddish at apex, abdominal 
tergites black with the apices reddish. Mandibles brown, palpi and legs yellowish 
brown. Antennae brown with the basal segments yellowish brown. Ventral surface 
black with the apices of the abdominal sternites reddish. Pubescence yellowish. 

Length: 2 mm, 
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Tergites of abdomen with puncturation and pubescence a little closer than that of 
the pronotum, the punctures finer. Ground sculpture as noted above (see generic 
description). 

Aedeagus as Text-figures 21-22. 

Victoria (Blackburn) : Holotype. 

Tasmania : Hobart, allotype; Mt. Wellington (Lea). 

Holotype ( cT ) and one paratype (cf) in the South Australian Museum, allotype in the 
British Museum (Nat. Hist.). 

This species is in some ways very close to hr achy pi era, the pronotum being prac- 
tically identical in form and the puncturation very similar. It may, however, be easily 
distinguished from this by the longer elytra and the form of the aedeagus. From the 
other species of the genus it is easily separated by the form of the pronotum. 

3. pseudophloecharis antipodum (Fauvel) (Text-figures 10-11, 14, 23-24). 

Phloecharis antipodum Fauvel, Ann. IVIus. Civ. Gen., 13, 1878, 483. Blackburn, Trans. Roy. 

Soc. S. Aust., 1888, 191. 

Rather flattened. Dorsal surface of head reddish to black, pronotum and abdomen 
red, the latter sometimes darker, elytra red, with a basal triangular mark blackish. 
Mandibles, antennae, palpi and legs yellowish red. Ventral surface red. Pubescence 
yellowish. 

Length: 2-2*5 mm. 

Greasy lustrous, the abdominal tergites slightly more shining. Head distinctly, but 
not very closely, punctured and pubescent, the punctures coarser than those on the 
abdomen; ground sculpture similar to that on the pronotum, but a little less marked. 
Antennae similar to those of sinuatum , q.v. 

Pronotum a little more than one and one-half times as broad as long, broadest at 
about middle, the sides rounded, slightly sinuate before the posterior angles, which are 
subrectangular and not rounded, the anterior angles rounded, the anterior margin lightly 
emarginate, the posterior lightly sinuate. Puncturation and pubescence similar to 
that on the head, but distinctly closer; the ground sculpture well marked, very similar 
to that of brachyptera (Text-fig. 5). On each side, at base, with a shallow impression. 

Elytra very slightly broader than long, the sutural length a little more than one and 
one-third times as long as the pronotum. Puncturation and pubescence as close as 
that on the pronotum, but the punc.tures somewhat finer. Ground sculpture distinct and 
more or less regular (as brachyptera, Text-fig. S). 

Tergites of abdomen with puncturation and pubescence a little closer than that on 
the pronotum, the punctures finer. ^Ground sculpture as noted above (see generic 
description) . 

Aedeagus as Text-figures 23-24. 

Type Locality. Western Australia. Type in the British Museum (Nat. Hist.). 

Specimens examined: 5, the type in the British Museum collection and four 
specimens from the South Australian Museum. 

Records : 

Western Australia. 

South Australia: Lucindale with Rhytidoponera forelli Craw. (Lea); Adelaide 

(Blackburn). 

New South Wales: Forest Reefs (Lea) ; Glen Innes (Lea). 

In the shape of the pronotum this species is intermediate between sinuatum and 
fuscum. The aedeagus is, however, quite different from either of these, being longer 
in relation to its breadth than in any other known species of the genus. 

4. pseudophloecharis fuscum, it. sp. (Text-figures 15, 29). 

Rather flattened. Dorsal surface of head black, pronotum blackish red to black, 
sometimes lighter (? immature), elytra black, sometimes reddish at apex, abdominal 
tergites black with the apices reddish. Mandibles brown, palpi and legs yellowish 
brown. Antennae brown with the basal segments yellowish brown. Ventral surface 
black with the apices of the abdominal sternites reddish. Pubescence yellowish. 

Length: 2 mm, 
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Head and pronotum greasy lustrous, the elytra and abdomen a little more shining. 
Head distinctly, but not very closely, punctured and pubescent, the punctures coarser 
than those on the abdomen; ground sculpture similar to that on the pronotum. Antennae 
very similar to those of sinuatum , q.v. 

Pronotum nearly one and two-thirds times as broad as long, broadest a little- behind 
middle, not sinuate before the posterior angles, the sides rounded, the anterior angles 
rounded, the posterior angles scarcely rounded, obtuse, the anterior margin lightly 
emarginate, the posterior lightly sinuate. Puncturation and pubescence similar to 
that on the head, but closer; the ground sculpture well marked, more or less regular, 
similar to that of brachyptera (Text-figure 5). On each side, at base, with a shallow 
impression. 

Elytra very slightly broader than long, the sutural length a little more than one and 
one-third times as long as the pronotum. Puncturation and pubescence as close as that 
on the pronotum, the punctures a little finer. Ground sculpture distinct, similar to 
that' of mctori (Text-fig. 9). 

Tergites of abdomen with puncturation and pubescence a little closer than that on 
the pronotum, the punctures finer. Ground sculpture as noted above (see generic 
description) . 

Aedeagus as Text-figure 29. 

South Australia'. Port Lincoln (Blackburn), holotype ; Myoponga (A. H. Elston). 

Victoria (Blackburn): Allotype; Glenferrie (K. M. Guichard). 

Holotype (cf), allotype and one paratype in the South Australian Museum, one paratype 
in the British Museum (Nat. Hist.) and one paratype in my collection. 

In puncturation and general facies this species is very close to antipodum (Fvl.). 
It differs, however, in the colour, non-sinuate pronotum, the ground sculpture of the 
elytra and the aedeagus. The ground sculpture of the elytra of fuscum and maori is 
distinct from that of all the other species in that it is reticulate instead of alutaceous 
(cf. Text-figs. 8 and 9). 

5. pseudophloecharis occidentalis, ii. sp. (Text-figures 16-17, 25-26). 

Rather convex, the disc of the pronotum scarcely depressed. Dorsal surface lighter 
or darker brown, the head and/or the elytra sometimes darker. Mandibles, palpi and 
legs yellowish-brown, antennae with the basal segments yellowish brown, the remainder 
darker. Ventral surface lighter or darker brown. Pubescence yellowish. 

Length: 2-2*5 mm. 

Tergites of abdomen moderately shining, the remainder less so, greasy lustrous. 
Head distinctly, though not very closely, punctured and pubescent, the punctures coarser 
than those on the abdomen; between the punctures with a ground sculpture similar 
to that on the pronotum. Antennae very similar to those of sinuatum , but with the 
penultimate segments a little less transverse. 

Pronotum rather variable in shape, from one and one-half to one and five-eighths 
times as broad as long, broadest at or a little behind middle, the sides rounded, the 
anterior - angles rounded, the posterior scarcely so, obtuse, the anterior margin lightly 
emarginate, the posterior lightly sinuate. Puncturation and pubescence similar to that 
on the head, but distinctly closer; ground sculpture more or less regular, similar to 
that of brachyptera (Text-fig. 5). On each side, at base, with a shallow impression, 
which is very indistinct and sometimes almost absent. * 

Elytra very slightly broader than long, the sutural length about one and one-third 
times as long as the pronotum. Puncturation and pubescence as closk as that on the 
pronotum, the punctures a little finer. Ground sculpture more or less regular (as 
brachyptera , Text-fig. 8). 

Tergites of abdomen with puncturation and pubescence slightly closer than that of 
the pronotum, the punctures a little finer. Ground sculpture as noted above (see generic 
description). 

Aedeagus as Text-figures 25-26. 
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Head and pronotum greasy lustrous, the elytra and abdomen a little more shining. 
Head distinctly, but not very closely, punctured and pubescent, the punctures coarser 
than those on the abdomen; ground sculpture similar to that on the pronotum. Antennae 
very similar to those of sinuatum , q.v. 

Pronotum nearly one and two-thirds times as broad as long, broadest a little- behind 
middle, not sinuate before the posterior angles, the sides rounded, the anterior angles 
rounded, the posterior angles scarcely rounded, obtuse, the anterior margin lightly 
emarginate, the posterior lightly sinuate. Puncturation and pubescence similar to 
that on the head, but closer; the ground sculpture well marked, more or less regular, 
similar to that of brachyptera (Text-figure 5). On each side, at base, with a shallow 
impression. 

Elytra very slightly broader than long, the sutural length a little more than one and 
one-third times as long as the pronotum. Puncturation and pubescence as close as that 
on the pronotum, the punctures a little finer. Ground sculpture distinct, similar to 
that' of mctori (Text-fig. 9). 

Tergites of abdomen with puncturation and pubescence a little closer than that on 
the pronotum, the punctures finer. Ground sculpture as noted above (see generic 
description) . 

Aedeagus as Text-figure 29. 

South Australia'. Port Lincoln (Blackburn), holotype ; Myoponga (A. H. Elston). 

Victoria (Blackburn): Allotype; Glenferrie (K. M. Guichard). 

Holotype (cf), allotype and one paratype in the South Australian Museum, one paratype 
in the British Museum (Nat. Hist.) and one paratype in my collection. 

In puncturation and general facies this species is very close to antipodum (Fvl.). 
It differs, however, in the colour, non-sinuate pronotum, the ground sculpture of the 
elytra and the aedeagus. The ground sculpture of the elytra of fuscum and maori is 
distinct from that of all the other species in that it is reticulate instead of alutaceous 
(cf. Text-figs. 8 and 9). 

5. pseudophloecharis occidentalis, ii. sp. (Text-figures 16-17, 25-26). 

Rather convex, the disc of the pronotum scarcely depressed. Dorsal surface lighter 
or darker brown, the head and/or the elytra sometimes darker. Mandibles, palpi and 
legs yellowish-brown, antennae with the basal segments yellowish brown, the remainder 
darker. Ventral surface lighter or darker brown. Pubescence yellowish. 

Length: 2-2*5 mm. 

Tergites of abdomen moderately shining, the remainder less so, greasy lustrous. 
Head distinctly, though not very closely, punctured and pubescent, the punctures coarser 
than those on the abdomen; between the punctures with a ground sculpture similar 
to that on the pronotum. Antennae very similar to those of sinuatum , but with the 
penultimate segments a little less transverse. 

Pronotum rather variable in shape, from one and one-half to one and five-eighths 
times as broad as long, broadest at or a little behind middle, the sides rounded, the 
anterior - angles rounded, the posterior scarcely so, obtuse, the anterior margin lightly 
emarginate, the posterior lightly sinuate. Puncturation and pubescence similar to that 
on the head, but distinctly closer; ground sculpture more or less regular, similar to 
that of brachyptera (Text-fig. 5). On each side, at base, with a shallow impression, 
which is very indistinct and sometimes almost absent. * 

Elytra very slightly broader than long, the sutural length about one and one-third 
times as long as the pronotum. Puncturation and pubescence as closk as that on the 
pronotum, the punctures a little finer. Ground sculpture more or less regular (as 
brachyptera , Text-fig. 8). 

Tergites of abdomen with puncturation and pubescence slightly closer than that of 
the pronotum, the punctures a little finer. Ground sculpture as noted above (see generic 
description). 

Aedeagus as Text-figures 25-26. 
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Western Australia’. Donnybrook (Lea) (holotype and allotype); Swan River (Lea) ; 
Newcastle (now known only as Toodyay) (Lea) ; Darling- Ranges, on Xanthorrhoea (Lea) ; 
Yanchep, 13-23. xi.1935 (R. E. Turner). 

Holotype (d'), allotype and four paratypes in the South Australian Museum, one paratype 
in the British Museum (Nat. Hist.), and one paratype in my collection. One further specimen 
in the South Australian Museum. 

Occidentalis differs from the species previously described in the more convex form, 
particularly of the pronotum. The puncturation of the head and pronotum is also 
rather finer. In some ways (convex pronotum and colour) it is close to maori, but 
can be easily distinguished from this by the shape of and the coarser and less close 
puncturation of the pronotum, the ground sculpture of the elytra and the form of the 
aedeagus. 

The pronotum (as noted above) varies somewhat in shape and it was at first thought 
that more than one species was represented in the material before me. Examination 
of the aedeagi, however, disproved this. In the material examined, the specimens with 
the less transverse pronotum have this broadest at about the middle of its length 
(Text-fig. 17), whereas those with this more transverse have it broadest behind the 
middle and a little more narrowed in front than behind (Text-fig. 16). Whether this is 
generally true for the species can only be shown by the examination of a much larger 
number of specimens. 

The species appears to be more localized in its distribution than the others, being 
apparently restricted to Western Australia. 

6. pseudophloecharis Maori (Cameron) (Text-figures 1-4, 7, 9, 18, 27-28). 

Phloecharis maori Cameron, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist., 11, 19 44, 779. 

? Phloecharis australis Fauvel, R,ev. d’Ent., Caen, 22, 1903, 257. 

Moderately convex, the disc of the pronotum not depressed. Dorsal surface lighter 
or darker brown, the head often a little darker. Mandibles, palpi and legs yellowish 
brown, antennae brown, slightly lighter basally. Ventral surface lighter Dr darker 
brown. Pubescence yellowish. 

Length: 1*75-2*25 mm. 

Head, pronotum and elytra rather dull, the abdomen somewhat more shining. Head 
moderately closely punctured and pubescent, the punctures as fine as those of the 
abdomen; ground sculpture similar to that of the pronotum. The eyes somewhat larger 
than in the other species. Antennae with the third segment a little shorter than the 
second, the fourth shorter than the third, slightly longer than broad, the fifth a little 
longer and wider than the fourth, longer than broad, the sixth to tenth about equal 
in length, but increasing gradually in breadth, tfie sixth very slightly transverse, the 
tenth about one and one-half times as broad as long, the eleventh nearly twice as long 
as the tenth, rounded apically. 

Pronotum a little variable in shape, slightly more than one and one-half times as 
broad as long, broadest just in front of base, distinctly more narrowed in front than 
behind, the sides rounded; the anterior angles rounded, the posterior rather sharply 
rounded, obtuse, the anterior margin lightly emarginate, the posterior lightly sinuate. 
Puncturation and pubescence close, the punctures as fine and close as those on the 
abdomen; ground sculpture as Text-figure 7. On each side, at base, with an indistinct, 
shallow impression. 



Text-figures 19-29. 

19. P. brachyptera, n. sp., aedeagus, ventral view. 20. P. brachyptera, n. sp., aedeagus, 
lateral view. 21. P. sinuatum, n. sp., aedeagus, ventral view. 22. P. sinuatum , n. sp., aedeagus, 
lateral view. 23. P. antipodum (Pvl. ), aedeagus, ventral view. 24. P. antipodum (Fvl. ), 
aedeagus, lateral view. 25. P. occidentalis , n. sp., aedeagus, ventral view. 26. P. occidentalis, 
n. sp., aedeagus, lateral view. 27. P. maori (Cam.), aedeagus, ventral view. 28. P. maori 
(Cam.), aedeagus, lateral view. 29. P. fuscum, n. sp., aedeagus, lateral view. (This figure is 
more or less a reconstruction, as the only male specimen of this species available for study 
had the aedeagus partially extruded and somewhat damaged. ) The scale, in each case, 
= 0*4 mm. 
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Western Australia’. Donnybrook (Lea) (holotype and allotype); Swan River (Lea) ; 
Newcastle (now known only as Toodyay) (Lea) ; Darling- Ranges, on Xanthorrhoea (Lea) ; 
Yanchep, 13-23. xi.1935 (R. E. Turner). 

Holotype (d'), allotype and four paratypes in the South Australian Museum, one paratype 
in the British Museum (Nat. Hist.), and one paratype in my collection. One further specimen 
in the South Australian Museum. 

Occidentalis differs from the species previously described in the more convex form, 
particularly of the pronotum. The puncturation of the head and pronotum is also 
rather finer. In some ways (convex pronotum and colour) it is close to maori, but 
can be easily distinguished from this by the shape of and the coarser and less close 
puncturation of the pronotum, the ground sculpture of the elytra and the form of the 
aedeagus. 

The pronotum (as noted above) varies somewhat in shape and it was at first thought 
that more than one species was represented in the material before me. Examination 
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? Phloecharis australis Fauvel, R,ev. d’Ent., Caen, 22, 1903, 257. 

Moderately convex, the disc of the pronotum not depressed. Dorsal surface lighter 
or darker brown, the head often a little darker. Mandibles, palpi and legs yellowish 
brown, antennae brown, slightly lighter basally. Ventral surface lighter Dr darker 
brown. Pubescence yellowish. 

Length: 1*75-2*25 mm. 

Head, pronotum and elytra rather dull, the abdomen somewhat more shining. Head 
moderately closely punctured and pubescent, the punctures as fine as those of the 
abdomen; ground sculpture similar to that of the pronotum. The eyes somewhat larger 
than in the other species. Antennae with the third segment a little shorter than the 
second, the fourth shorter than the third, slightly longer than broad, the fifth a little 
longer and wider than the fourth, longer than broad, the sixth to tenth about equal 
in length, but increasing gradually in breadth, tfie sixth very slightly transverse, the 
tenth about one and one-half times as broad as long, the eleventh nearly twice as long 
as the tenth, rounded apically. 

Pronotum a little variable in shape, slightly more than one and one-half times as 
broad as long, broadest just in front of base, distinctly more narrowed in front than 
behind, the sides rounded; the anterior angles rounded, the posterior rather sharply 
rounded, obtuse, the anterior margin lightly emarginate, the posterior lightly sinuate. 
Puncturation and pubescence close, the punctures as fine and close as those on the 
abdomen; ground sculpture as Text-figure 7. On each side, at base, with an indistinct, 
shallow impression. 



Text-figures 19-29. 

19. P. brachyptera, n. sp., aedeagus, ventral view. 20. P. brachyptera, n. sp., aedeagus, 
lateral view. 21. P. sinuatum, n. sp., aedeagus, ventral view. 22. P. sinuatum , n. sp., aedeagus, 
lateral view. 23. P. antipodum (Pvl. ), aedeagus, ventral view. 24. P. antipodum (Fvl. ), 
aedeagus, lateral view. 25. P. occidentalis , n. sp., aedeagus, ventral view. 26. P. occidentalis, 
n. sp., aedeagus, lateral view. 27. P. maori (Cam.), aedeagus, ventral view. 28. P. maori 
(Cam.), aedeagus, lateral view. 29. P. fuscum, n. sp., aedeagus, lateral view. (This figure is 
more or less a reconstruction, as the only male specimen of this species available for study 
had the aedeagus partially extruded and somewhat damaged. ) The scale, in each case, 
= 0*4 mm. 
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Elytra somewhat impressed on each side of the suture, a little broader than long, 
the sutural length about one and one-third times as long as the pronotum. Puncturation 
and pubescence similar to that on the pronotum, ground sculpture as Text-figure 9. 

Tergites of abdomen closely and finely punctured and pubescent, ground sculpture 
as noted above (see generic description). 

Aedeagus as Text-figures 27-28. 

Type Locality : Glen Hope, New Zealand. Type in the Eroun collection, British Museum 
(Nat. Hist.). 

Specimens examined: 54, the type and six other specimens in the British Museum (Nat. 
Hist.), 46 specimens from the South Australian Museum, and one specimen from the collection 
of Mr. J. W. T. Armstrong. 

Records : 

Western Australia: Swan River, with Iridomyrmex nitidus Mayr. (J. S. Clark); 

Donnybrook on Xantliorrhoea (Lea) ; Darling Ranges (Lea). 

South Australia: Lucindale (Feuerheerdt). 

New South Wales : Galston (Lea) ; Muswellbrook (Lea) ; Sydney; 'Wollongong (Lea) ; 

Springwood (Mrs. L. Smith). 

Queensland: Mt. Tambourine (Lea). 

Tasmania : Hobart (Lea); Launceston (Lea); Mole Creek (Lea); Ulverstone (Lea); 

Waratah (Lea and Carter) ; Huon River (Lea) ; King Is. (Lea). 

New Zealand: Glen Hope (Broun) ; Tairua (Broun) ; Ngaruaroahia (Broun). 

INeic Caledonia: Boulari (Saves). 

This species is very easily recognized by the close and fine puncturation and 
pubescence of the head and pronotum, the punctures being as fine as those on the 
abdomen. The shape of the pronotum, though showing a slight variation, is also 
characteristic, this being always broadest a little in front of the base. 

There is a greater variation in size than has been noted in any of the previous 
species, but this is no doubt partially due to the much larger number of specimens 
examined. 

Maori appears to be the commonest and most widely distributed species of the 
genus. As previously noted, it agrees very well with the description of Phloecharis 
australis Fvl., and an examination of the New Caledonian species w r ill probably show 
the two to be identical. 
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NOTES OX AUSTRALIAN PHLOECHARINAE. 



Elytra somewhat impressed on each side of the suture, a little broader than long, 
the sutural length about one and one-third times as long as the pronotum. Puncturation 
and pubescence similar to that on the pronotum, ground sculpture as Text-figure 9. 

Tergites of abdomen closely and finely punctured and pubescent, ground sculpture 
as noted above (see generic description). 

Aedeagus as Text-figures 27-28. 

Type Locality : Glen Hope, New Zealand. Type in the Eroun collection, British Museum 
(Nat. Hist.). 

Specimens examined: 54, the type and six other specimens in the British Museum (Nat. 
Hist.), 46 specimens from the South Australian Museum, and one specimen from the collection 
of Mr. J. W. T. Armstrong. 

Records : 

Western Australia: Swan River, with Iridomyrmex nitidus Mayr. (J. S. Clark); 

Donnybrook on Xantliorrhoea (Lea) ; Darling Ranges (Lea). 

South Australia: Lucindale (Feuerheerdt). 

New South Wales : Galston (Lea) ; Muswellbrook (Lea) ; Sydney; 'Wollongong (Lea) ; 

Springwood (Mrs. L. Smith). 

Queensland: Mt. Tambourine (Lea). 

Tasmania : Hobart (Lea); Launceston (Lea); Mole Creek (Lea); Ulverstone (Lea); 

Waratah (Lea and Carter) ; Huon River (Lea) ; King Is. (Lea). 

New Zealand: Glen Hope (Broun) ; Tairua (Broun) ; Ngaruaroahia (Broun). 

INeic Caledonia: Boulari (Saves). 

This species is very easily recognized by the close and fine puncturation and 
pubescence of the head and pronotum, the punctures being as fine as those on the 
abdomen. The shape of the pronotum, though showing a slight variation, is also 
characteristic, this being always broadest a little in front of the base. 

There is a greater variation in size than has been noted in any of the previous 
species, but this is no doubt partially due to the much larger number of specimens 
examined. 

Maori appears to be the commonest and most widely distributed species of the 
genus. As previously noted, it agrees very well with the description of Phloecharis 
australis Fvl., and an examination of the New Caledonian species w r ill probably show 
the two to be identical. 



